‘All-round development of
village possible:Sinivasan

BENGALURU: TVS Motor
Company Chairman Venu
Srinivasan on Monday said
that all-round development
of Indian villages can be
achieved within five years if
social integration and har-
ooy, i Tought in along
with the right structured en-
gagement from corporates,
especially from the manu-
facturing sector.

He was speaking at the vale-
dictory function of the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry’s
(CIT) Module 11 of Village Bud-
dha initiative, a unique new
model developed by manage-
ment specialist Shoji Shiba to
bring about a transformation
in CSR activities of Indian in-
dustry with the aim of render-
ing sustainable and holistic de-
velopment in the villages.

“We can bring in changes in
villages by using the tools of
manufacturing. But in manu-
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TVS Motor Company Chairman Venu Srinivasan and Village

Buddha initiative founder Shoji Shiba distribute certificates at
the Module Il programme organised by Cll in Attibele near

Bengaluru on Monday.

lence of caste-based, ethnic, ge--
ographie, social and political
reasons. We should approach
problems in the villages and ad-
dress them in a neutral way,"
he said.

Hessaid that while approach-
ing the given issues, corporates
should understand the unique-
ness of villages. “Here matrices
are not enough, but the intent

our focus should be on achiev-
ing inclusive growth,” he said.

Srinivasan also cautioned
that it is important to not ap-
proach issues politically, but
tackle them at a practical level
so that corporates can make a
difference. “Itis better to tackle
societal problems with practi-
cal ideas,” he said.

Shiba exhorted corporates
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people or face the conse-
quences of social unrest.

Shiba said Indian villages are
currently experiencing a trans-
formation and are nearing a
tipping point.

“Villages are no longer iso-
“4rdrasnriaepascad s asiita-

tions of villagers are on the rise.
But there is a distinct lack of
opportunitiesin villages. If cor-
porates address these issues, it
will lead to social unrest.”
Village Buddha aims to cre-
atea learning environment for
corporates to better under-
stand villages and bring about
a transformational approach
to their CSR activities. )
“The programme helps |
companies to use structured
tools that have contributed to
the success of the manufactur-
ing industry to engage with vil-
lages. Village Buddha will also
help corporates appreciate the
needs of rural markets and de-

velop business models to tap ||
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